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Homily: First Sunday of Advent, yr. B, 2020

In a sense, we began Advent at the end of February this year, the beginning of

March. No one can deny, it’s been a long year of waiting. Waiting to determine the

depth of the danger, waiting for a sense of how long; waiting for clear directions,

as to what to do next. Waiting for a vaccine, Waiting for it all to be over. They call

it, Covid fatigue, and it’s definitely been with most of us for months now. For

some, the waiting has been especially excruciating. Waiting and hoping that loved

ones would survive; and for some, unfortunately, that waiting and hoping crashed

into grief and loss. Many lost hope that their jobs would ever return and are

desperate for some sense of what to do next. Now, as colder weather is on the

horizon for most of the country, we continue to wait, for the promised vaccines to

be available, for a return to normal, to be able to plan trips, to get back to how

things were. There can be no denying it, we’ve all discovered waiting can be

painful, aggravating and frustrating. On the other hand, for many, this pandemic

Advent, has brought about positive change. A deeper conversion, a closer

relationship with family and friends. Many now have a new appreciation of those

who work hard, who usually go unnoticed to keep open the services society needs

to function. Many have come to realize that GOD has raised up many Saints in our

midst - courageous and brave Prophets clad in PPE(Personal Protective



-2-

equipment). And many have come to understand, probably more than they ever

have, of how much we need one another; with so many eager to re-connect with

family or friends live, and in person, and not on a screen via Zoom or Skype. This

year of 2020, has been one long Advent and it’s not even over yet. But it has been

an Advent of discovery, of awareness, of insight; an Advent for seeing with new

hearts and spirits the GOD in our midst; the GOD WHO never abandons or

forsakes us. The late spiritual writer; Fr. Henri Nouwen once wrote that our lives

are a continuous Advent; an Advent in which the LORD is always coming. He

writes: “When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you will recognize HIM at

any moment of your life. Life is Advent, Fr. Nouwen goes on; Life is recognizing

the coming of the LORD. Another popular Spiritual writer; Fr. Richard Rohr

writes that Faith and Spirituality begin with seeing. It’s not about earning or

achieving. It’s about relationships rather than results or requirements. John

Garvey, an Eastern Orthodox Theologian writes that the spiritual life is all about

paying attention. Paying attention to the Voice of GOD, the hand of GOD, the

Love of GOD in every joy and sorrow, in every pain and trauma, in every victory

and setback. Today’s Gospel is part of the thirteenth chapter of Mark. Sometimes

called Mark’s little apocalypse. Apocalyptic writings are called by some scholars

the literature of the oppressed, since it usually arises from, and is addressed to



-3-

people in a time of uncertainty or suffering present or soon to come. Such was the

situation of the Community Mark was writing too,  persecuted and unsure of what

the next day would bring. In a sense, uncertainty is always the season of the

Church, as we await the Return of JESUS, the man traveling abroad WHO has left

the home of HIS human presence with us, but promises to Return at HIS Second

Coming when our history will be fulfilled. We do not know when the LORD of the

HOUSE is Coming. We have no idea of the day or the hour, but we do have the

certainty of Faith that there will be an end for the world. A Faith, that CHRIST

will come again to pour out upon the entire Cosmos the extravagant love of GOD

that will transform it into a new heaven and a new earth. JESUS Proclaims a new

reality is coming for which HE calls us to be watchful and alert. Advent is our

yearly reminder that, immersed in the present as we necessarily are, nonetheless;

we always stand on the edge of the future, secure in the words of JESUS, which

will not pass away, but will help us journey into a new and hopeful transformation.

As the MAN traveling abroad, JESUS leaves us, HIS Servants in charge of HIS

Household. Just as each one of the servants in the parable is given specific work to

do during HIS Master’s Absence, so we, as members of GOD’s Household, are

called to be about the work of our Baptism, each of us using whatever gifts,

talents, or resources we’ve been given. Today, in a few minutes,  we will light the
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first candle of the Advent wreath. A small flame on an evergreen circle, a symbol

of the first flicker of Hope in the ONE WHO is Light of the World, WHO

Promises to lead us through every darkness to ETERNAL LIFE with HIM, WHO

is without Beginning or End. Marana tha - Come LORD — may it always be our

persistent Advent Prayer. May we watch this Advent to behold the beauty, wonder

and grace of GOD’s Presence in every moment of our lives; may HIS Compassion

and Peace be felt in the dark and difficult days we still continue to face.


