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Homily: Third Sunday Advent, yr. B, 2020

Lost in the desert called Covid-19, this year has definitely not worked out as

planned. And have you ever heard so many conflicting stories and advice in your

whole life as we have since March? It’s no wonder statistics on depression, and

unfortunately, suicide, have risen much more than normal. In the Gospel, however,

we hear a voice crying out to us, a voice that speaks in the oasis of our hearts,

calling us to a new spring of hope. John the Baptist was not the light, but came to

testify that the light is indeed coming. A light that did come, a fulfilled promise,

which empowers us to put our trust in the other Promise that HE will come again

in Glory at some point in our history. All is not lost. And we have not been

forgotten. So much has changed, it’s true, so much is not what it used to be and

there’s no end in sight. But again, as I’ve said; GOD will bring good out of the

less than ideal, GOD brings good out of all the bad in our lives. So, we will get

through this stronger and better than before. Haven’t we all walked crooked roads

before? Close relationships that went through a period of challenge, a job that took

a different turn than we expected. The list could go on and on, all of us have a

story to tell as they say, and you don’t get too far in life without those crooked

roads revealing themselves in one way or another. But John’s whole message is all

about GOD taking care of things; GOD pouring the Light of HIS Salvation upon
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the whole of creation. No one is ever lost or abandoned. Instead, we are called to

action, we are called to mission, to the work of making a straight road for CHRIST

of transforming the barren deserts around us, whatever they are, into harvests of

Faith, Hope and Love. The beautiful description of the Messiah’s Mission in the

Book of the Prophet Isaiah, is a beautiful description also of the mission of all the

Baptized. Plunged into CHRIST’s Death and RESURRECTION, Plunged into HIS

LIFE through our Baptism, we are called each and every day to bring glad tidings

to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives. This is

exactly what Bethany and Hannah Goralski did two years ago, when their father

Mark died after a long battle with Crohn’s disease and kidney failure. Even though

both of them were prepared to donate a kidney to help save their father, doctors

said that Mark was too sick to survive the transplant, and although both were

devastated when he did die shortly thereafter, what kept them going was 

remembering what he frequently told them: make something good happen. So

that’s what they set out to do. Six months after their father died, Bethany, twenty-

five and Hannah, twenty-four each donated one of their kidneys to total strangers,

making sure that other families didn’t have to suffer as their family had. Said

Hannah, my dad was always giving, he was always helping others, and I thought

giving a kidney would be a great way of honoring him. They also hope that their
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story would prompt more people to donate organs, especially younger donors.

According to the American Transplant Foundation, twenty people in the United

States die every day while awaiting an organ. And the best part of the story is that

news of the sister’s generous donation of their kidneys did, in fact, begin a chain

of additional anonymous donations in which people who wanted to donate to

loved ones but weren’t a match, gave to strangers, with the understanding that

their loved ones would in turn, receive kidneys from strangers. So, far, the

hospital, Chicago’s Northwestern Memorial, has coordinated ten donors and ten

recipients, with potentially even more coming, again, all stemming from the gift of

Hannah and Bethany. According to Bethany it means a lot to know they’ve

potentially saved lives because of their Dad. Knowing what organ donation did for

people and how much of a miracle it was, we didn’t want someone else to go

through what we did....... John was sent from GOD. He came for testimony, to

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. In John, we find the

ultimate prophet. He points to JESUS in all that he does. This wasn’t just an event,

for us it’s also a practice: all that we say and do testifies to the light, and

potentially can bring others to believe. In other words, As Christians, all of us

have the same vocation as John the Baptist: to testify to the light, and to be hope in

the world by the living out of our Faith. This is the source of our gladness, and the
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reason St. Paul urges all of us to rejoice always! Still in the midst of Advent,

celebrating the already fufilled and looking forward in joyful hope to CHRIST’S

Coming Again, how are we living our vocation to joy? How are we being called,

at this moment in human history, to testify to the light, that no darkness, even a

Covid-19 darkness, can overcome? As Mark Goralski said to his daughters, I’ll

say to you: Make something good happen!


